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2026 - 2027 Grant Cycle
General Grant Information
The School Foundation is seeking grants for innovative and high-impact programs that will benefit students in Florence 1 Schools.  See page 2 for items that are NOT funded by The School Foundation.

Grant applications for the 2026 - 2027 school year will be accepted from Florence 1 Schools Educators until Friday, March 27, 2026.

Grant Categories
There is ONE grant category this year: Major Grants =>$10,000

Major Grants should aim to have a broad impact across the entire school district and help prepare our students for success in the global economy.

Review Process
    The Grants Committee will review each complete grant application it receives.
Depending upon the number of grant requests and the complexity of the applications, the review
process will take approximately 30 days.
The committee may request additional information from the applicant, school administrators or curriculum coordinators.
Finalists will be asked to give a presentation on their proposed grant to the Grants Committee, which will not exceed sixty (60) minutes.
Applications recommended for funding by the committee will then be reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors. Once grant materials have been received, they remain the property of the school that received the grant unless otherwise approved by The School Foundation.

Review Criteria
The Grants Committee uses a combination of objective and subjective criteria when evaluating grant requests. Requests that clearly meet more criteria will generally be viewed more favorably during evaluation.

In general, high-value criteria include innovation, creativity, educational value, student involvement, collaboration between schools, and project director commitment. Additionally, those applications that clearly and concisely describe the project and anticipate positive benefits for students in the form of achievement, motivation, and character development will be favored during the evaluation process.

**The Foundation will not be able to fund all requests due to budgetary constraints. This does not mean that a rejected request is inappropriate or unsatisfactory.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of things CANNOT be funded by The School Foundation?
Funds may not be used to:
a) pay the salaries of employees of Florence 1 Schools
b) pay for major equipment purchases unless they are critical to the project proposal and cannot be financed in any other manner.
c) pay for field trips
d) pay for building maintenance and upgrades
e) pay for furniture

Who can apply for a grant?
The grant process is open to instructional staff within Florence 1 Schools.

Where may I obtain an application?
Applications are available on The School Foundation website (www.theschoolfoundation.org) and on the Florence 1 Schools website (www.f1s.org).

Where do I submit the application?
Completed applications should be received in the Superintendent’s Office at 319 S. Irby Street in Florence, SC. All applications must be received by 4:00 p.m. on March 27, 2026.

How many copies of the application should I submit?
Submit one original with nine copies.

What is the scoring process?
The School Foundation Grants Committee will score each proposal based on the 100 point rubric embedded in the template. The highest-scoring applicants will make a 60-minute or less presentation to the committee who will submit their recommendations to the foundation’s board of directors for final approval.  

Should I include the name of my organization on the application?
The name of the organization, contact person, and his/her immediate supervisor/principal should be stated on the cover page.

When will grant decisions be made?
Notification of grant funding will be made within 30 days after the proposal deadline by letter from The School Foundation.

What is the appropriate request amount?
Grant amount must be for $10,000 or greater and have the potential for district-wide impact.

May I request funding for more than one year?
No, you will need to resubmit your application each year.

Are signatures required?
Yes. All applications must contain signatures of the contact person, his/her principal, and the F1S Superintendent. The Director of Technology must also sign for grants involving technology and devices used in the district such as mobile devices, Internet of Things (IoT) devices, workstations, and e-Readers. In addition, signatures are required for applications, software, extensions, or web 2.0 sites. The signature form is part of this document.

Are there special requirements if my grant involves technology?
Yes, there are special requirements. The first requirement is that the proposal should be discussed with the Director of Technology, Kyle Jones, in the planning stages of the grant writing to ensure that the grant plans will work with the F1S technology plan for your school. Once the proposal is complete, Mr. Jones will need to sign to approve your plan. The second requirement is that all teachers requesting instructional technology equipment must complete the appropriate district training associated with successful implementation. Digital Learning Specialists are available to provide training sessions. Please provide a district certificate stating that your training has been successfully completed as part of your grant implementation.

How will The School Foundation follow up with proposals that are funded?
The School Foundation will announce the grant recipients in May 2026.  Follow-up visits to instructional areas may be made by members of The School Foundation Board of Directors and Executive Director.

If I have questions about this process or suggestions for improving this grant application process, whom should I contact?
You may contact Debbie Hyler at The School Foundation at (843) 662-9996 or dhyler@theschoolfoundation.org.

Grants Committee Schedule 
Week of February 1, 2026 – Grant packets emailed to Florence 1 School employees, and posted on websites (F1s.org and Theschoolfoundation.org)
March 27, 2026 – Grant applications are due by 4:00 pm at Dr. O’Malley’s office for his signature to approve the grant submission. Debbie Hyler will pick up the approved grant applications on March 31st.
March 30 - 31, 2026 – Debbie to assemble applications and scoring sheets and distribute grant packages to committee members
April 14, 2026 – The committee will meet at 4:00 pm to review grants.
April 15 – 17, 2026 – The committee will visit schools for grant finalists and finalize grant recommendations
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[bookmark: 2019_-_2020_School_Foundation]Grant Endorsement Signature Page



[bookmark: This_entire_application_may_not_exceed_1]Title of Project                                                                                       Requested Amount 
	

Name(s) of Applicant(s)


School	                  E-Mail Address

Endorsement of Principal/Superintendent/Instructional Technology
I have read this proposal and approve its implementation within this school. To the best of my knowledge, the materials requested are not available in this school at this time.

Principal’s signature                                        


Superintendent’s signature


Director of Instructional Technology (if applicable)
If your proposal includes technology, this signature is required.
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[bookmark: Major_Grant_Request_Cover_Sheet_(=>_$10,]


	2026 – 2027 Grant Request Cover Sheet   
(=> $10,000)

	Project Title
	



	Amount Requested
	

	School
	



	Applicant
	


	Work Phone
	

	Email Address
	


	Mobile Phone
	

	Other Project Applicants
	



	Applicant
Signature
	


	Date
	

	Endorsement of Principal/Superintendent/Instructional Technology

	I have read this proposal and approve its implementation within this school.
To the best of my knowledge, the materials requested are not available in this school at this time.

	Principal
Signature
	



	



Date

	Superintendent
Signature
	



	



Date

	Director of Instructional Technology
Signature
	


Required only if your proposal includes technology.
	



Date


This entire application may not exceed 10 pages.

PROPOSAL TEMPLATE
Type directly into the white boxes below each prompt in this template. Cells will expand, as needed. Please use 12 Pt. font
	Section
	[bookmark: Requirement]Requirement
	Points

	A. Cover Sheet
	The Cover Sheet must be completely and must be signed by the Project Director and the appropriate administrator (Principal, Director, or Superintendent).
	0

	ATTACH COMPLETED COVER SHEET AS FIRST PAGE

	B. Description of Project
	The Description provides a narrative summary and overview of the proposed project. Tell the story of your project here. Innovative and creative approaches are encouraged.  
	10

	TYPE HERE


	C. Statement of Need
	The Statement of Need explains why your school and this project should receive this award over other highly qualified requests for funding. Tell your school story in a way that helps the committee understand your unique needs.  Support your need with data  (e.g. poor state assessment results) that are specific to the classroom, school, or district–wide need that is being addressed.
	
10

	TYPE HERE


	D. Research Base
	The Research Base provides justification for the proposed project.  Cite research that documents the outcomes of similar projects or otherwise justifies proposed practices or strategies.  For example, if an instructional project is being proposed, there should be some evidence cited that the instructional approach has worked in a similar setting.
	
10

	TYPE HERE


	E. Plan for Sustainability
	The Plan for Sustainability addresses how the proposed project will be sustained after initial School Foundation funding expires.
	10

	TYPE HERE


	F. Logic Model
	The Logic Model outlines all project implementation details, organized by goal(s). Type directly into the template and attach as Section F. 
	50

	ATTACH COMPLETED LOGIC MODEL AS SECTION F

	G. Budget
	The Budget describes expense projections over the lifetime of the project. List all project costs and the amount that is being requested from The School Foundation. If funding from sources beyond The School Foundation is required, specify the origin of the funding, and provide written assurances from the district that those other funds are fully committed. List in-kind contributions by the school, district, and volunteers, if applicable.
	
10

	ATTACH COMPLETED BUDGET AS SECTION G


Up to 10 bonus points may be awarded for collaborative grants.

F.  Logic Model Template (Required)
Use this logic model to provide an outline of how each goal or objective will be implemented in the project.
Type directly into the white boxes below each prompt in this template. Cells will expand, as needed.
	Goal(s)/Objective (25)
(What will happen because of this project?)
	Evaluation Measure (15)
(How will you quantify the goal’s success?)
	Timeline – Outputs (15)
(When will each project action(output) take place?)
	Materials and Costs
(What general materials are needed for this goal? What is cost?)

	
	
	Timeline (when)
	Outputs (project action)
	Materials 
	 Costs

	#1
	




	
	
	
	
	

	#2
	




	
	
	
	
	

	#3
	




	
	
	
	
	

	#4
	




	
	
	
	
	



G.  Budget Template (Required)
Use this budget template to itemize proposed project expenditures.  Attach detailed quotes, as needed.
  Type directly into the white boxes below each prompt in this template. Cells will expand, as needed.
	Item (materials, supplies, equipment, travel, release time)
	Cost

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
Total Budget Request

	


                                                                                                                                             (Transfer amount to cover sheet)

	In-kind contributions or items secured through other sources.
(Donations, volunteers, other grants, school funds)
	Source
(Assurances provided?)
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EXAMPLE LOGIC MODEL

Use this logic model to provide an outline of how each goal or objective will be implemented in the project.

Goal(s)/Objective (25) | Evaluation Measure (15) Timeline — Outputs (15) Materials and Costs
(What will happen because of this | (How will you quantify the goal's (When will each project action(output) take place?) (What general materials are needed
project?) success?) for this goal? What s cost?)
I Timeline (when) | Outputs (project action) Materials  Costs
[pecause of the use of Project _[Formative Assessments: uly 2022 purchase IPBL unit materials IPBL unit materials
fpased Learning (PBL) units, first jnquiry Observation Tool (I0T)  ugust 2022 Al teachers receive traning in use of unit (website ink)
fgrade students at Acorn (attached) will be used weekly materials XXX package $3500
[plementary will improve 0 evaluate student application Al teachers prepare classrooms for initial unit YYYYYYY package $2200
inquiry skills o hypothesis inquiry skilsduring project Ibefore students arrive for new year and 2222222 package $1800
fevelopment, investigation,  factivitis. purchase supplemental materials needed for Shipping|5220
fexperimentation, and data first unit.
nalysis IThe Representation lournal lhug —Sept 2022~ Unit 1 Weeky Format upplemental materials:
(Standard: Inquiry 13, 16)  [checkbric (RIC) (attached) wil IMon-Wed: Investigations and journal :
Ioe used weekly to evaluate documentations 530
_ fstudent application of inquiry hurs: Small group data discussions; video 525
Z| Kills during project activities. recordings.
8| journal representations s30
4 Weekly Assessments: S5
H conduct formative assessments
i Analyze outcome data 530
Adiust unit studies as needed 2
ept=0ct2022- I Prepare classroom for unit
Lpurchase supplemental materials as needed. 530
Himplement weekly format 525
conduct weekly assessments and analyze data
Repeat unit study process with Uit 2 530
oct—Nov2022—  Unit3 $25
Dec2020 IMid-Project Assessments
an—feb2023  Unita 530
eb_Mar2023  Unit5 $25
ar—Apr2023  Unit6
hor 2023 Culminating Project Public Presentations
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ADDITIONAL EXAMPLE GOALS:

EXAMPLE GOAL

fpecause of the use of Project

[pased Learning (PBL) units, 3th

frade students at Oak

ffree High School will improve
inquiry skils of hypothesis
fevelopment, investigation,

experimentation, and data
nalysis by 10%.

(Standard: Inguiry 92, 9b)

ummative Assessments:

fThe ABC test (ink to description or
ssessment) wil be used at the
onclusion of each unit to measure

Imastery of Inquiry standards.

EXAMPLE GOAL

Jpecause of the use of Project
[pased Learning (PBL) units, first
rade students at Acorn
etementary will improve

riting skils
(Standard: Writing 1a, 16)

(WAR) (attached) will be used
fweekly to evaluate student

EXAMPLE

Jpecause of the use of Project
[pased Learning (PBL) units, 3th
frade students at Oak Tree.
Jrigh School will improve

riting skills by 15%.
(PBL) units.
(Standard: Writing 93, 9b)

[Formative Assessments:

fThe Writing Assessment Tool (WAT)

(attached) will be used at beginning

Imidpoint and conclusion to measure|
g skills growth

EXAMPLE GOAL

Jpecause of the use of Project
[pased Learning (PBL) units,
fparticipating students will
eflect on and self-report
perceptions of increased
engagement and learning.

[Formative Assessments:
fThe Social Emotional Learning (SEL
[Rubric (attached) will be used to
ssess student interpersonal
Interactions during project activitis.

[The Student Interest Survey (SIS) will
lbe used to survey student
lperception of IPBL learning.
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